Senior and junior supervisor research topic application for the
IPhD Programme in Regional Development, 2023-24 year

Name/position of the senior supervisor: Dr. Karmen Kovacs, Associate Professor
Highest academic degree: Habilitation (2015)

Title of the suggested research topic:
Behavioural economics regarding consumer decisions
The international relevance, importance, and timely of the research topic:

Behavioural economics investigates the reasons, the manifestation and the consequences of
individual decisions regarding various economic phenomena and contexts. It strives to give a
realistic description of individual choices and behaviour by applying psychological results. It
also focuses on the anomalies and consequences of consumer decision-making. These issues
are especially relevant nowadays as decisions based on perfect rationality are usually not
realistic. The economic environment, social effects and uncertain economic outlook can
induce

decision biases. However, decision biases are mostly predictable, and thus, those exploration
and application for forecasts are relevant. The research findings of this field are beneficial
and

relevant for firms, financial institutions and the decision-makers of economic policy.
Investigating consumer decision anomalies with a regional approach can contribute to new
findings.

Which UP-FBE research could the PhD candidate join?

The announced topic is researched continuously. The PhD candidate can join the research of
the topics described in the following point.

Possible research directions:

Consumer decision biases

Social and interpersonal effects on consumer decisions and those consequences

The investigation of consumer expenditures from a behavioural economics perspective
The consumer adaptation of innovations from a behavioural economics perspective
The effect of nudging on individuals’ choices

The supervisor's expertise and experience in the research field

| have published several papers in this research field in Hungarian and international
academic journals. For the academic year 2016/17, | received a postdoctoral scholarship
from the New National Excellence Program of the Ministry of Human Capacities. | received
the Janos Bolyai Research Fellowship of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences between 2017
and 2020; my final research report was graded outstanding. | participate in international
conferences regularly. | am a peer-reviewer for international academic journals.


https://ktk.pte.hu/en/education/doctoral-programmes/iphd-programme-regional-development
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