Senior and junior supervisor research topic application for the
IPhD Programme in Regional Development, 2023-24

Name/position of the senior supervisor: Eva Somogyiné Komlési, assistant professor
Highest academic degree : PhD

Title of the suggested research topic:
The examination of entrepreneurial ecosystems at the local, regional, and national levels
The international relevance, importance, and timely of the research topic:

The local, regional, and national level examination of entrepreneurial ecosystems is of
outstanding relevance, as studying these ecosystems is crucial for promoting economic growth
and innovation. The examination of entrepreneurial ecosystems allows researchers to
understand the impact of various factors within the entrepreneurial environment, such as
business conditions, innovation environment, venture capital, and human resources.
Furthermore, research on entrepreneurial ecosystems enables the identification of factors that
can help develop entrepreneurial skills and innovative thinking. Overall, such research allows
for the identification of strengths and weaknesses within the entrepreneurial environment,
which can help political decision-makers, organizations responsible for entrepreneurship
development, entrepreneurs, and investors make optimal decisions.

Which UP-FBE research could the PhD candidate join?
There is currently no such research project.
Possible research directions:

1) Impact of entrepreneurial ecosystems on economic development: In recent years, many
studies have examined the impact of entrepreneurial ecosystems on economic growth and job
creation. However, the latest research also looks into how entrepreneurial ecosystems affect
sustainable economic development and socio-economic efficiency.

2) Impact of entrepreneurial ecosystems on regional development: Entrepreneurial ecosystem
research is increasingly focused on regional development, meaning how entrepreneurial
ecosystems can help in the economic development of smaller cities and regions.

3) Impact of entrepreneurial ecosystems on innovation: Innovation is becoming increasingly
important in the global economy, and the role of entrepreneurial ecosystems in promoting
innovation is gaining greater emphasis. However, the latest research also looks into how to
make entrepreneurial ecosystems a crucial factor in promoting innovation.

4) Impact of entrepreneurial ecosystems on socio-economic inequalities: In recent years,
more attention has been paid to how entrepreneurial ecosystems affect socio-economic
inequalities. The latest research examines this relationship and seeks answers on how to make
entrepreneurial ecosystems a tool for promoting socio-economic equality.


https://ktk.pte.hu/en/education/doctoral-programmes/iphd-programme-regional-development

The supervisor's expertise and experience in the research field

As a member of the MTA-PTE Innovation and Economic Growth Research Group, | have been
involved in numerous scientific research projects examining the operations of businesses and
entrepreneurial ecosystems since 2012, initially as a junior research assistant, and since 2014
as a research fellow. As a result, | have gained sufficient expertise in using the latest research
methods and tools for studying entrepreneurial ecosystems. Since 2018, | have been involved
in research projects at the Faculty of Business and Economics at the University of Pécs as part
of the Higher Education Institutional Excellence Program (FIKP) and subsequently the
Research Area Excellence Program (TKP), which have led to publications both nationally and
internationally. The topic of these research projects is also related to entrepreneurial
ecosystems. Since February 2023, | have been participating in teaching the course
"Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice” as part of the Business Development Master's program.
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