IPhD complex exam questions
Course: Regional Economics

1. Location theories: Alfred Weber’s models of location choice. The model assumptions, and
their implications.

2. The monocentric city model. The importance of the model, its assumptions and
implications.

3. Models of regional development. The export base model, regional input-output models.
The neoclassical model of regional development. Cumulative and endogenous processes in
regional economic development.

Course: Development Economics

1. Qutline the theories of economic growth from the perspective of developing and emerging
countries, with particular reference to measures of economic growth and development.
Analyse the theories of economic convergence and divergence in the context of developing
and emerging countries and examine how these theories can be applied to explain the
development gaps between the Global South and the Global North and the middle-income
trap.

2. In what ways do geography and economic dependencies affect the dependent economic
development of developing and emerging countries? What economic development strategies
are needed to reduce economic dependency and achieve sustainable economic growth
(examples from Latin_America, East_Asia and East_Central_Europe)

3. What are the links between development gaps, poverty and social inequalities in developing
countries? ldentify the key indicators used to measure poverty and inequality and explain how
the institutional framework influences these phenomena.

Course: Entrepreneurship

1. What role does entrepreneurship play in economic development? Highlight the different outputs
and development levels in your answer!

2. Analyze and evaluate the different approaches to entrepreneurship theory and their main
characteristics!

3. Analyze the digital entreprenurial ecosystem and its compontents ont he basis of the Digital
Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Index (DEEI)! What is the basis of the development policy of DEEI?



Course: Economic development aspects of tourism
Topic 1: The economic significance and systemic characteristics of tourism in the global economy

Question: In what ways has tourism evolved into a key sector of the global economy since the mid-
20" century? Discuss the conceptual definitions, structural features, and intersectoral relationships of
tourism as an economic system. How does the tourism sector interact with other areas of the
economy, and what are the major international trends shaping its development?

Sources:
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UN Tourism Data Dashboard https://www.untourism.int/tourism-data/un-tourism-tourism-
dashboard

Lectures of the course

Topic 2: Measuring and interpreting the economic impacts of tourism: the multiplier effect and
tourism competitiveness

Question: How can the economic impact of tourism be measured at local, regional, and national levels?
Discuss the multiplier effect of tourism and its role in regional income generation and employment.
How do tourism competitiveness and sustainability interrelate in shaping tourism-led development?

Sources:
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https://doi.org/10.1186/543093-020-00048-3
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Topic 3: Tourism as a driver of regional and local development: sustainability, governance, and policy
challenges

Question: Discuss the mechanisms through which tourism contributes to regional and local economic
development. What are the main opportunities and risks associated with tourism-led regional growth?
How can tourism policy, governance, and sustainable development strategies foster balanced regional
development?

Sources:
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UN Tourism Data Dashboard https://www.untourism.int/tourism-data/un-tourism-tourism-
dashboard

Lectures of the course


https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2020.1779732
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-025-11543-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-025-11543-x
https://doi.org/10.1080/24721735.2025.2588509
https://www.untourism.int/tourism-data/un-tourism-tourism-dashboard
https://www.untourism.int/tourism-data/un-tourism-tourism-dashboard

