Senior and junior supervisor research topic application for the IPhD Programme in Regional Development, 2023-24 

Name/position of the senior supervisor: Vivien Csapi, PhD, associate professor 
Highest academic degree: PhD, habil 
  
Title of the suggested research topic: 
ESG investments, investments 
ESG and corporate purpose, purpose-driven companies in the 21st century 
 
The international relevance, importance, and timely of the research topic: 
ESG (environmental, social and governance) factors are gaining increasing attention in the financial sector as more investors and companies consider them important. There is a research opportunity to measure the impact of the ESG pillars from different perspectives and make recommendations to practitioners. It also provides an untapped, less researched opportunity to investigate ESG aspects of SMEs. 
 
Which UP-FBE research could the PhD candidate join? 
ESG Finance research group
 
Possible research directions: 
 
ESG SME transition 
ESG SME index 
ESG from the perspective of business stakeholders 
Regionality of ESG 
ESG readiness 

The supervisor's expertise and experience in the research field 
 
Since January 2022 I have been leading the ESG Finance research team, contributing as a researcher to several studies, and in spring 2023 I obtained the ESG advisor qualification issued by the EFPA (European Financial Planning Association). 
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