Presentation of the thesis
The content of the thesis, and also the research activity in its background has to be presented by the student at the final examination, usually in the form of a presentation of about ten minutes. The main function of this presentation is to give each member of the examination committee a comprehensive picture of the candidate’s work – as usually not all committee members read the thesis –, and also to allow members to ask adequate questions after the presentation. Finally, it is also important for the evaluation of the performance of the student at the final examination.

The presentation must be clear, well-structured and straightforward; it is also important to keep the time limit. The presentation must be started with the introduction of the student, even if the committee consists of people who know the students: consultant and former lecturers who taught him/her, introducing oneself is a form of politeness. Following the introduction, the topic and the structure of the thesis must be briefly outlined, followed by concise information of the content. Students must make sure that they carefully manage the time available; if they spend too much time on the introductory part, little might be left for the presentation and analysis of the research findings, and for he drawing of conclusions. One must not hurry with the presentation, however, even if there is relatively short time for the demonstration of the thesis. Talking too long about the thesis, on the other hand, may be the result of the lacking self-confidence of the student (Biggam, 2009).

Slide one shows the name of the student, the title of the thesis and the specification of the university and the faculty. The next slide summarises the content of the presentation; this is usually the structure of the thesis and the titles of the major chapters. This is followed by a slide or maybe two that briefly introduce the topic of the thesis, the main reason for the choice of the topic, research objectives, research questions and/or hypotheses, and other relevant information related to the method of the research. The following two slides must feature the theoretical part of the thesis, i.e. the major issues, statements and findings of the literature review. Practical studies should also be summarised in a slide or two, highlighting the methodology and findings of the research. Finally, there should be a slide featuring the conclusions drawn from the theoretical and practical research of the topic. And the last slide should say “Thank you for your attention!”

The slides should not contain too much text, because, on the one hand, the student may easily make the mistake of reading them out word by word, turning and speaking to the wall and not to the committee, obviously lacking thereby the so important eye contact; on the other hand, too much text on a slide will make it rather tiring for the committee to read and contemplate it and to listen to the student at the same time. Accordingly, what slides should contain is easily understandable (chapter) titles, information inserted in the form of a few, clearly and concisely worded topics and thoughts. This allows easy comprehension for the audience. The point should be highlighted with bold, italic, underlined letters or different colour; for easy readability student must also pay attention to font size. A diagram, chart, figure or two can make the presentation more expressive. One must make sure, however, to feature only those illustrations in the slides that are really significant in the thesis and are also easy and quick for the committee to comprehend by the explanation of the student (Biggam, 2009). Inserting tables containing a lot of data into the presentation should be avoided, though, it is better to summarise their content and the conclusions that can be drawn from them in a few sentences.

When preparing for the final examination, student should carefully read the thesis again, contemplate its content and the background research founding it. It is also very important, furthermore, to consider the textual evaluations of the reviewers, especially the parts mentioned as deficiencies and problem points, and the negative criticism. Related things should be searched in professional literature or practice so that the student sits for the exam knowing the answer or solution to the critical remarks in the review and in general, to the questions asked by the committee.

Before the final exam student should, maybe repeatedly, cite the presentation aloud. This way s/he can practice time management and what should be said, and how, during the speech. This kind of preparation may fill the student with a sort of self-confidence. This chapter is not about the technique of how to make a presentation, several books in Hungarian and other languages are available in this topic, including e.g. books by McCarthy and Hatcher (2002) or van Emden and Becker (2004). Before starting the exam it should be checked if the text of the slides and the illustrations are is visible in the room, and whether colours are correct. During the exam student should have eye contact to the committee all the time.

